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Lip leishmaniasis in Khuzestan (Ahwaz)
during the last decade
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SUMMARY

Culaneons leishmaniasis s a parasii-
i infection prevalent in many areas.
The parasitic agenl is usually transmit-
ted by Phlcbotomous sp. Lip leishmani-
asis 12 a  Wvpe of cutaneous leishmania-
sis which has rarely been reported. Inoa
relrospective study  performed in Ah-
waz, centre of Khuzestan province,
south-west of Iran, 2861 patients were
detected during | 986-19%6, Seventeen
of these patients (0,539%) had lower or
upper lip leishmaniasis.

The patients, age ranged from 3 mo-
nths Lo 40 years. Duration of infection
was 2 1o 4 months, Eleven patients had
only lip lesions whereas 6 patients had
one or more skin lesions else where.
The appearance of lesions differed from
nodules o crusted uleers, wsually ob-
served on the vermilion border.

Most of the cases [ailed (o respond to
topical  or systemic antibiotic therapy.
The diagnosis was based on the demon-
stration of leishman bodies in Giemsa
stained smears.

Key words: Lip leishmaniasis, Cuta-
neous leishmaniasis, Khurestan, Iran.
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